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Why we do it.
Chairman’s Comments

HHHA Shelter
10 Humane Way

(off Spanish Wells Road at 278)

843.681.8686
Okatie Campus
10 Pritcher Point Road
Okatie, SC

A

s we move toward the close of another outstanding year for the HHHA, it’s
important that we give special thanks to the dedicated individuals that make our
accomplishments possible. Franny and her staff exude enthusiasm, loving care, and
just plain hard work to make life better for our Shelter animals. From the crack of
dawn until late at night, they are there doing what’s necessary. Our success could not
be possible without their efforts!

tanks for
helpin’
meowt!

Many times I’m asked, and I also ask myself, why I got involved with the HHHA and
why I stay with it. The second question is easy: once you start something, you want it
to be the best. The first part is more complicated. Was it because my wife and sister-inlaw were involved? Was it because I had a special love for dogs? Was it because the HHHA was and is a great community asset?

(off Route 170)

843.645.8400

Open Daily

All of these are partially the reason, but what really drove me was one shelter dog that became a member of our family in
June of 2000. Once he entered our home, I was hooked. Here was a dog that was mistreated and abandoned at an early age,
spent the next three years sleeping in what were dirt kennels at that time, and yet still had a wonderful appreciation for life.
Although he graduated to leather chairs and sofas, he remained the same laid-back hound that made everyone love him. As he
got older, he couldn’t do all the things he did as a young “three-color hound.” Running on the beach was replaced by a long
walk around the house, and he required more sleep than he would like. One thing that didn’t change was his love for sitting
proudly in my car’s front seat, observing the world from “First Class.”

Think Fall! Think Winter! Think Bricks!

Is his story any different than the thousands of stories of HHHA animals? No, but it is the one that influenced me the most. It is
because of him that I will continue to do all I can for these dogs and cats, so they, too, can enjoy the rest of their lives.

Personalize a brick for yourself, your company, friends, relatives,
animals, memorials, gifts and more. Order a brick today!

Sincerely, Chuck Laine

Here’s my inscription for the shelter brick courtyard! Use separate paper for additional bricks.

Take Me
Home!
See Page 7

Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________

April

Bonnie

Luna

Atlas

Diamond Rose

Pearl

City____________________________________________ State __________ Zip____________
Phone ________________________________________________________________________

Sunday, November 14th
The Four-Legged Frolic
5:30PM to 9:30PM at The Westin
Hilton Head Island Resort and Spa

Enclosed is my check made payable to HHHA in the amount of_____________ ($50 per brick)
AmEx

VISA

MC

Dis #__________________________________ Exp._________

Gift Bricks: Include recipient’s name and address. Acknowledgements will be sent.
Name_________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________ State____________ Zip________________
We are an IRS Section 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Charitable Organization. Your gift to the Humane Association
is deductible for income tax purposes. Mail to HHHA, P.O. Box 21790, Hilton Head, SC 29925.

PATCH
Cost: $50 per brick Engraving: up to
three lines. No more than 18 characters
per line including blank spaces.

Saturday, April 23rd
Dog Walk on the Beach
8:30AM at Coligny Beach
(Rain Date: Sunday, April 24th)

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2021-2022*
*subject to change, depending on Pandemic

More events to be announced on Facebook. Stay tuned!

Did You Know?
Animal Shelter:
• Although our first and foremost commitment is to assist in Beaufort County, we
also aid neighboring Lowcountry counties, such as Colleton, Jasper, and
Hampton Counties.
• We have a full-time veterinary staff at both campuses, allowing us to save animals
that would otherwise be euthanized.
• Our Hilton Head campus can house up to 225 animals and our Okatie campus can
house up to 100 animals.
• We treated 45 dogs for Heartworm in 2020.
• Follow us on Facebook @hiltonheadhumaneassociation and on Instagram
@hiltonheadhumane to see our adoptable animals, adoption updates,
announcements, and more!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

November 14th, 2021
The Westin Hilton Head
Island Resort and Spa

DONATIONS NEEDED!

I’m not
kitten!

All proceeds go to improve the lives of animals.

VOTED
Favorite
Thrift Store
on Hilton
Head!

Spay/Neuter Clinic:
• We have a free feral cat program for residents of Beaufort and Jasper Counties.
• During the pandemic shut down in 2020, we tested, vaccinated, and spayed/neutered
1,800 feral cats: 300 more cats than in 2019!
• We inserted 1,195 microchips in 2020.
• We offer free spay or neuter for pit bulls of Beaufort County residents.
• We assist Jasper and Colleton County Shelters with low-cost spay/neuters and vaccines.

Save more than money.

842-MEOW (842-6369) • Mon-Sat 10am-4pm
46 Old Wild Horse Road

Litter Box Thrift Store:
• Our store first opened in January of 2000 in a former director’s garage to help fund
our feral cat program.
• We pick up donations: call the store to schedule a pickup at (843) 842-6369.
• We offer low-cost pet food and supplies year-round.
• We have an eBay page: our seller page is hiltonheadhumaneassociation.
• You can make a monetary donation directly to The Litter Box: no need to make a
purchase to help the animals!
Want to join HHHA’s team? E-mail our Executive Director,
Franny Gerthoffer, for more information!

A spectacular social
event, ensuring a
brighter future for the
dogs and cats of the
Lowcountry.

Leave A Legacy
Ways to help sustain the HHHA’s work now and into the future:
Unrestricted Donation: Your gift of cash or securities will be used for shelter operating
costs or an area of greatest need.

Mission Statement
To improve the lives of homeless dogs and cats while also working to
substantially lower the number of animals reproduced or relinquished.

Join Our Information Highway
Want to know about shelter special events and upcoming activities?
Call us at 843.681.8686, and give us your email address or email us the
information at membership@hhhumane.org. We’ll speed the news out to
you. Be sure to check out our Facebook page and our newly re-designed
web site at www.hhhumane.org!

Notice
The Hilton Head Humane Association does not employ or contract with
any professional fund-raisers. The HHHA creates all mailings and fundraising efforts. All money received comes directly to the shelter where it
is used for the benefit of the animals. The HHHA mailing lists are held in
strict confidence. Lists are neither sold nor used for public consumption.
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2021 HHHA
Board of Directors
Chuck Laine, Chairman
Monte Leath, Vice Chairman
Sandy Leath, Recording Secretary
Rick Saba, Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS
Cathy Adams
Sandy Benson
Wes Bray
Michael Casuccio
Karen Cully
Franny Gerthoffer, Executive Director
Mickey Goodman
Mark Keffer

Hilton Head Humane Association

Restricted Donation: Your gift will be used only as you specify.
Endowment Donation: Your contribution goes directly to the endowment fund.
Will: Your legacy will continue after you are gone. Sample Bequest Language:
I give, devise, and bequeath to the HHHA, federal tax i.d. No. 57-0630156, P.O. Box
21790, Hilton Head Island, SC 29925, the sum of $___ (or describe the real or personal
property or estate portion) to be used for its general purposes.
Life Insurance and Retirement Beneficiary Forms: Simply list “charity” as relationship to beneficiary, plus name, address, and tax i.d. no. of the HHHA.
Charitable Remainder Trust: Your planned gift will enhance your income and offer
significant tax benefits.

We recommend that you consult with your attorney or financial advisor.
Contact Chuck Laine at 843.342.7224 if you have questions.

Paw Prints

•

Fall/Winter 2021

Support our Business Members:
8th Street Investments
AGH, LLC
Animal Care Clinic
Atlantic Personnel
Beach Properties of Hilton Head
Binka, LLC
Burke’s Pharmacy
Captain Woody’s Bar & Grill
Coco’s on the Beach
Crescent Moon Pictures, LLC
Curry Printing
Custom Audio Video
Edward Jones Financial Planning – Bill Sauter
H2O Pools
Harbour Health Insurance Solutions
Heritage Fine Jewelry
Heritage Veterinary Hospital
Hilton Head Island Motor Coach Resort
IKonic Digital Marketing
Island Funeral Home
Patrick Wiita, M.D.
Palmetto Care Managers
Piper Plumbing, LLC
Red Rover
Dr. Bonnie J. Rothwell, DMD, AAACD, OHP, Inc.
Spruce Consulting
Steven Carb–SERG Restaurant Group
Tanner Sutphin – Engel & Volkers Lowcountry Group
The Hack Foundation, Inc.
The Salty Dog
Woody’s Sunglass Shop
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A Great Gift Idea!
The Holidays! Honor your family members and friends by making a donation to HHHA in their names.
Your honoree will be sent a prompt acknowledgement of your generosity. And reminder: Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Weddings, and Memorial donations are other great gift ideas too.
Gift donation forms are available at www.hhhumane.org.

Please consider becoming a member of an organization
that helps the animals and the community!
By joining the Hilton Head Humane Association, you are helping to save the thousands of animals who will pass through our gates
this year. In 2020, through its many services, the HHHA had a positive effect on over 12,000 animals in the Lowcountry.
PERRY looks like an typical, adorable Terrier mix
puppy, who loves walkies, cuddles, and playing
with his toys, but he’s been through a lot in his
7-month-long life! Perry was one of the 12 dogs
HHHA evacuated out of a shelter in Mississippi,
which was directly in Hurricane Ida’s path. With
the help of our rescue partners, we coordinated
the transport and care of these dogs, and most of
them have been adopted! Perry is now available
and ready to start life in the Lowcountry.

Finally
Found
Forever
Family!

CRICKET came to HHHA from another rescue
as a 3-month-old with dozens of health issues,
including ear mites, a head tilt, and complex
eye issues that left him sick and in terrible pain.
Our fantastic veterinary team went to work, and
although he lost his vision, he acts like any other
happy-go-lucky 10-month-old kitten would act.
He even has a fan club, winning over the many
visitors he’s met. We know he’ll bring lots of love
and joy to whomever adopts him!

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________ State______________ Zip____________________
Phone_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my check made payable to HHHA in the amount of___________________________________________________
VISA

MC

Dis

AmEx #_____________________________________________ Exp.__________________________

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual $35

Family $60

Bronze $150

Silver $500

Gold $1,000

Lifetime $2,500

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP
Guardian $250

Defender $500

I do not wish to join, but I want to make a donation at this time $________________________________________

Membership benefits include:
Mailings of the HHHA Newsletter and email notification of Shelter and Litter Box events
10% Discounts on adoptions and logo merchandise
Business members are recognized in our newsletter and website

Most importantly, you’ll have the reward of knowing you are helping Lowcountry animals
All gifts are tax deductible. The HHHA is a nonprofit organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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Paw Prints
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We Need You! Take Us Home! We’re the Best!

Short staffed and still saving lives
By Franny Gerthoffer

T

he pandemic hit us with a wallop and zapped staff in
more ways than one. We tested positive for COVID, we
have children that are out of school because of exposure,
we have senior family members that need us home, and we
continue to have our day to day unforeseen emergencies.
Thankfully, the employees that we do have are taking on
more duties to accommodate the animals, and volunteers
have come to our rescue with both the animals and our
thrift store, The Litter Box.
We have made a few changes that allow us to continue our
programs as we navigate the staff shortage.
Minor changes include:
– Adoptions by appointment are recommended and take
priority over walk-ins.
– Adoptable dogs are shown in our play yards to prospective
adopters instead of visitors walking through the kennels.
– Our Okatie Campus is closed on Sundays.
– The free Feral Cat program has moved to only Tuesdays
and we no longer have a van transporting from the island
to the clinic in Okatie.
– Surgeries through the clinic have been reduced by 10 per
day.
– Animal Control assists with feral trapping associated with
large neighborhood problems.
– The Litter Box has reduced their daily pickups by 4.
On the other side, there have been many positive stories,
which include:
• 1,215 adoptions through August 31st
• 1,218 feral cats through August 31st
• 55 of the ferals were placed in our Adoption Center
• 1,302 animals taken in through August 31st
• Pet food and other supplies were provided to one family
that lost everything in a fire on Hilton Head.
• HHHA Community Financial Assistance Program covered
vet bills including: emergency surgery for a dog with an
infected tooth, medicine for a dog with a chronic skin
condition, and a vaccine update.

Stewie
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Barney

Bella

• S tewie, our
13-year-old blind
Chihuahua, had
dental surgery
through Heritage
Vet Hospital and is
under the care of
Dr. Pinto/Animal
Eye Clinic. Most
importantly, is now
adopted!
• Barney, our
7-year-old Hound,
who was owner
surrendered, has
been visiting
Franny & T-Rex
a specialist in
Charleston for
a chronic skin condition, as well as his shelter friend,
T-Rex, a 9.5-year-old Terrier mix who is also under the
care of a veterinary dermatologist specialist.
• Ike, our 11-year-old, owner surrendered, flame point
Siamese, is diabetic and has been treated for upper
respiratory infection more than once.
• 1 2 dogs came to our shelter from Hurricane Ida; 3 were
Heartworm positive. Six of these dogs have been adopted.
•B
 ella, our Cocker Spaniel who was recovering from eye
removal due to glaucoma and living in our office, met her
family by chance when they saw her through the window.
•M
 itty, Sweety, and Ava, our senior feline long-term
residents, were finally adopted through our continuing
partnership with PetSmart.
•A
 sh, our 7-year-old feline office assistant and official
greeter, is in kidney failure and receives subcutaneous
fluids every other day. We adore him and we are his
family.
The stories are endless, the staff is short, but please know
that your Hilton Head Humane Association is working hard
for our community!

Mitty

Sweety

Ava

Hilton Head Humane Association

The name “Grant”
means “large,” and
GRANT the cat is
certainly that! This
handsome 4-yearold scales in at a
whopping 18 pounds!
Grant is the laid back,
quiet type, who’s always ready for a good cat
nap, but he loves cuddling with people! We
do know he has a big heart with lots of love
to offer!
PRESCOTT is a
7-month-old kitty who
came to us with his
mother and siblings.
All of them have been
adopted except for
Prescott, who has
been struggling with
chronic upper respiratory infections. This
doesn’t stop him from being the sweetest,
most playful kitten ever! He loves to be held,
cuddled, and basically be glued to any human
he meets!
CECIL’S name comes
from the Latin word
for “blind,” but he
can see just fine!
This 1-year-old did,
however, have a rough
start: he arrived to
HHHA with a severe
conjunctivitis, leaving him with a chronically
watery left eye. He’s gotten better and he’s
ready to find a new family. Cecil is a lover
and will certainly show his appreciation for
his new family!
ASH is a 7-year-old
black kitty who has
been HHHA’s office
cat, so he comes
equipped with
exceptional office
skills, as well as the
best personalities
we’ve ever known. He has a basket of toys
which he tips over occasionally indicating
“it’s playtime!” Ash has severe kidney disease;
it’s imperative that he receive I/V fluids on a
regular basis.

Paw Prints
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IKE is a flame
point Siamese cat
with the softest,
medium-length fur.
He is extremely
affectionate and is a
perfect companion.
Ike, however, at
11 years old, has diabetes and recurring
sinus infections. Although the diabetes is
well-managed, Ike still needs daily insulin
injections. He doesn’t mind, though, and he
uses it as an opportunity to snuggle! Ike will
bring lots of love to his future family.

STAN’S next adoption
will be his third, three
strikes and you’re out?
Strictly a baseball
reference! Stan
needs a great deal of
exercise and needs
to understand that
his person is also the boss. This pup likes
to take the lead. His path to be a good dog
has been long, but his leash manners have
improved dramatically. We hope that Stan’s
next placement will be a home run and not
another swing and a miss.

ZIGGY is the perfect
chill kitty. He loves
watching the world
go by. Ziggy purrs
contentedly when
scratched under his
chin. This sweet
orange and white
tabby’s owner became ill and couldn’t care for
Ziggy anymore. If you are looking for a great
companion, good with other cats, who would
love to be by your side binge watching TV,
then Ziggy is the cat for you!

I’m leaving with a Jet
dog! You, too, can
sing that tune if you
adopt JET. The 1 ½
-year-old supersonic
Lab mix is full of
energy. The big guy
weighs 71 pounds. Jet
would benefit from running after tennis balls,
frequent walks, or fenced yard time. If you
are an active family willing to give this young
adult dog plenty of exercise and activities,
simply ask for Jet!

Lovable; active;
daring; deserving;
incredible, and
energetic! What do
you get when you put
those traits together?
You get our wonderful
LADDIE! He is a
4-year-old Retriever mix, who weighs around
70 pounds. If you have a fun-loving family
who’s looking to adopt a large adult dog,
Laddie would love to go on walks and explore
new surroundings with you!

BAY is a 55-pound
stray who is 2 years
old. We see a great
deal of shepherd in
Bay and you might
note the purple spots
on his tongue, but
hey, more than 30 dog
breeds have this feature! Bay came to us with
very little training and he is so eager to learn
more skills. He has mastered sit and responds
well to a treat and a smile!

This handsome 1 ½
-year-old Black Mouth
Cur mix is TANNER,
who came to HHHA
after his owner could
no longer care for
him. Tanner would do
well with an active
family who’ll help him hone his energy and
Good Boy skills. He’ll thank them with sloppy
kisses and full-body wags!

BRUNO MARS dances
even better than his
name sake, we swear!
At 11 months old,
he knows he won’t
be “Locked out of
Heaven” for long and
rest assured, his “24K
Magic” is bound to rub off on his new family
soon. Bruno Mars will promise to “Love You
Just the Way You Are” and what more can
you ask of this sweet pup?!
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