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A No-Kill County:
No longer just a dream
Chairman’s Comments by Chuck Laine
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he largest public/private
partnership in the History
of Beaufort County is now
well underway. The new Animal
Campus, a 20,000 Square
foot facility, is being jointly
funded by Beaufort County
and the Hilton Head Humane
Association. It will include our
Adoption Center and Low Cost Spay Neuter clinic along with
a new home for Beaufort County Animal Services. We will
maintain our Adoption Center at 10 Humane Way. Ultimately
this 100+ acre site will include: an exercise yard,
walking trails and a Community Dog Park. This is truly a
great moment and is the result of a core group listening
to a community that cares.
It is necessary that we recognize two people that had
so much to do with this process. Gary Kubic, now retired
County Administrator, and Rick Caporale, Beaufort
County Councilman. It was Rick that stood up and raised
awareness that the Save Rate of the over 5,000 animals
coming into the Beaufort County Shelter was only 10-15
%. His support led the way. Without Gary’s leadership,
this Public/Private partnership would never have come
to fruition. It was not an easy road, but he persisted and
should be very proud of the outcome.
Change does not come fast nor is it easy, but positive
momentum became contagious. With the new team
in place at Beaufort County Animal Services working
closely with Hilton Head Humane the objective became
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to make Beaufort County No-Kill. Something that was thought
to be impossible years before! I mentioned earlier we started
this collaboration with a save rate for Beaufort County
Animal Services of 10-15 %. Today because of the very close
working relationship of two people who lead their respective
organizations (Franny Gerthoffer and Tallulah Trice) our Save
Rate in 2017 was 88%! We truly believe that our new Animal
Campus will be the showcase for a No-Kill County.
Years ago, we were frustrated because although we were
a No-Kill shelter the Counties euthanasia numbers were
appalling. This is no longer the case and we could not be
more pleased. As I have mentioned in the past it takes a
community to end the killing of homeless animals. I am
proud to be part of this community and will always be
thankful for its support. Thank you for caring and helping
save animals lives!
Sincerely, Chuck Laine

Picture as of March 1st. Note the dog bone shaped pond at the rear.
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See Page 6

Maxwell

Daisies

Anastasia

Mickey

Grace

Eagle

April 21
Dog Walk on the Beach
May 10
Fresh Produce Coligny Plaza
Fundraiser/Adoption Event
July 29
PETCO, Bluffton Adoption Event
September 8
Spartina 449, Shelter Cove Town
Centre Fundraiser/Adoption Event

Upcoming
Events:
September 15
PetSmart, Hilton Head
Adoption Event
October 6
Annual Cut-A-Thon, Tara’s Hair
Salon, Hilton Head

Jasmina the Rescue Hero
by Laura Tipton

A

s an animal shelter, we often tell
stories of pets rescuing people. This
is often in the metaphorical sense rather
than the literal sense. Dogs and Cats
rescue people every day, it is a story as
old as time. One of the great rewards of
working here is to see this happen daily.
Jasmina was one of those dogs that
could make a person fall in love. Her
happy smile and wagging tail made her everyone’s friend.
She was adopted quickly after arriving from another rescue.
According to her new family she was doing great. About a
year after her adoption we were told that her owner had
fallen on hard times and was no longer able to take care
of her. We welcomed her back only to find that she was
Heartworm positive. We began her treatment and fell in love
with her all over again. We are not sure what happened in
the time she was away, but it became apparent that she was
not a big fan of dogs. She was selective about her friends. We
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November 10
PetSmart, Hilton Head
Adoption Event
November 11
Four Legged Frolic,
The Westin
Hilton Head Island Resort
November 25
PETCO, Bluffton Adoption Event

decided to try and steer her in to a home where she was the
only dog in the house.
This took awhile but as always happens Jasmina found her
place. A young lady was visiting HHI to stay with her aunt for
a few days. As luck would have it rained one day so beach and
bike rides were off the table. A visit to the shelter resulted in
a true case of “love at first sight”. The young lady lived with
several other family members in a rural area of Virginia. We put
the wheels in motion and Jasmina headed off to her new home.
The young lady stayed in touch, sent us pictures of “Mina” piled
up on a pink bed with tons of pillows. We loved the updates.
Six months went by and we received another update. This one
was terrifying and had a picture of a flaming building attached.
What had happened? We gathered around the phone to hear the
story of rescue unlike any we had ever heard. The young lady’s
family lived in several separate small homes on one property.
They had a pump house which provided water to all the homes.
The pump had caught fire during the night and the other
buildings were in danger of catching fire as well. Jasmina woke
up the family by jumping on and off the bed. They were able to
call 911 in time and save all the buildings. Jasmina just needs a
super hero designation to complete this rescue story!

Mission Statement
To improve the lives of homeless dogs and cats while also working to
substantially lower the number of animals reproduced or relinquished.

Join Our Information Highway
Want to know about shelter special events and upcoming activities?
Call us at 843.681.8686, and give us your email address or email us the
information at membership@hhhumane.org. We’ll speed the news out to
you. Be sure to check out our Facebook page and our newly re-designed
web site at www.hhhumane.org!

Notice
The Hilton Head Humane Association does not employ or contract with
any professional fund-raisers. The HHHA creates all mailings and fundraising efforts. All money received comes directly to the shelter where it
is used for the benefit of the animals. The HHHA mailing lists are held in
strict confidence. Lists are neither sold nor used for public consumption.

Hilton Head Humane Association

Please consider becoming a member of an organization
that helps the animals and the community!
By joining the Hilton Head Humane Association, you are helping to save the thousands of animals who will pass through our gates
this year. In 2017, through its many services the HHHA had a positive effect on the lives of over 10,000 animals in the Lowcountry.
PUMPKIN has been on quite a journey! He came to us when
his owner could no longer care for him. Finding him a forever
home has proven trickier than usual. Pumpkin had difficulty
adjusting to life in our cat facility so we moved him to our
Daufuskie Island Cat Sanctuary where he thrived. Unfortunately
he developed a skin condition which required a lengthy
rehabilitation back at the Shelter; that’s over and this 10 year
old sweetheart is thriving in his own private accommodations
at the Shelter, but he sure would prefer having a loving home of
his own. Please consider adding this loving senior to your home!

STRETCH came to us when he was seized from his
former owner’s home emaciated and in need of longterm treatment to bring him back to health; we slowly
introduced food back to him and he responded quickly to
treatment. After 6 months Stretch is a strong, confident,
muscular young dog who loves going on long runs with
our volunteers! Stretch loves to play with other dogs and
has a fun time in his training classes. He is a testament
of the resilience of animals and how his previous
circumstances do not define his experiences now.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________________ State_____________ Zip ___________________
Phone_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my check made payable to HHHA in the amount of __________________________________________________
VISA

MC

Dis

AmEx # ____________________________________________ Exp. _________________________

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Individual $35

Family $60

Bronze $150

Silver $500

Gold $1,000

Lifetime $2,500

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP
Guardian $250

Defender $500

I do not wish to join, but I want to make a donation at this time $ _______________________________________

Membership benefits include:
Mailings of the HHHA Newsletter and email notification of Shelter and Litter Box events
10% Discounts on adoptions and logo merchandise • 10% Discount at HHHA’s Litter Box Thrift Store
Business members are recognized in our newsletter and website

Most importantly, you’ll have the reward of knowing you are helping Lowcountry animals
All gifts are tax deductible. The HHHA is a nonprofit organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

A Great Gift Idea!
Holidays, Birthdays, and Weddings are just a few of the opportunities to honor family members
and friends by giving a donation in their names to the HHHA. Your honoree will be sent a
prompt acknowledgment of your gift! Gift donation forms are available at www.hhhumane.org
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Meet Cadee Grace
By Karen Cully

C

adee Grace is a Hilton Head Humane Association
Alumni. She was the featured Friday Adoptable Friend at
Tail Wiggles in the Village at Wexford, October 2014. The
shy little 9 months old pup worked her way into my heart,
became the Tail Wiggles store dog, and joined two cats
and two other dogs at the Cully home.
Shortly after adopting Cadee Grace, I was diagnosed with
Myasthenia Gravis, a neuromuscular disease. She and I had
bonded closely and I noticed how tuned into my breathing
and muscle weakness symptoms Cadee Grace seemed to be.
In the spring 2015, I called Alison Armao from Leader of
the Pack HHI – Dog Training Team and asked her to come
evaluate Cadee Grace. Could Cadee Grace indicate when to take
medications? Could she alert to choking? Was she a candidate
to become a service dog? Alison met with us and determined
that Cadee Grace was a candidate; the strong bond we shared,
and the attentive nature Cadee Grace already had for me was a
great start.
Alison began training the two of us! Repetitive motions and
activities, teaching Cadee how to follow the symptoms, lots of
patience, and lots of treats resulted in the skills Cadee Grace
has mastered.
We moved through the Service Dog in Training phase, to
Service Dog by January 2017. From daily errands, working
at Tail Wiggles, to attending meetings and events, we have
formed a working pair. I serve on the Hilton Head Humane
Association Board of Directors; fellow Board members are now
used to my furry companion under the Board Meeting table.

It is hard for the public to resist petting her when we are out
but Service Dogs cannot be touched when they are working;
it takes the dog’s focus off the handler. Cadee Grace, like all
Service Dogs, gets breaks in her day and has time to just be a
dog. She loves attention and enjoys her time with family and
friends.
Having Cadee Grace has enabled me to keep the majority of my
day as normal as possible. My breathing, speech, swallowing,
vision, and other problem areas do not fluctuate as extremely
as they did before. Cadee Grace has mastered her tasks as a
medical alert dog.
Training is never over. We consistently work with Alison on
current skills. Cadee Grace is just beginning to learn how to call
911 if I’m choking!
Cadee Grace is a perfect example of the potential in a Shelter
Dog and Alison is always looking for the next one she sees with
Service Dog possibilities.

Leave A Legacy
Ways to help sustain the HHHA’s work now and into the future:
Unrestricted Donation: Your gift of cash or securities will be used for shelter operating costs or an area of
greatest need.
Restricted Donation: Your gift will be used only as you specify.
Endowment Donation: Your contribution goes directly to the endowment fund.
Will: Your legacy will continue after you are gone. Sample Bequest Language:
I give, devise, and bequeath to the HHHA, federal tax i.d. No. 57-0630156, P.O. Box 21790, Hilton Head Island,
SC 29925, the sum of $___ (or describe the real or personal property or estate portion) to be used for its
general purposes.
Life Insurance and Retirement Beneficiary Forms: Simply list “charity” as relationship to beneficiary, plus
name, address, and tax i.d. no. of the HHHA.
Charitable Remainder Trust: Your planned gift will enhance your income and offer significant tax benefits.
We recommend that you consult with your attorney or financial advisor.
Contact Chuck Laine at 843.342.7224 if you have questions.
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Support our
Business Members:
Atlantic Personnel
Beach Properties of Hilton Head
Birkenstock Barefootin’
Captain Woody’s Bar & Grill
Curry Printing
Custom Audio Video
Bill Sauter,
Edward Jones Financial Planning
Harbour Health Insurance Solutions
Heritage Fine Jewelry
Monthly Media
Pino Gelato
Piper Plumbing, LLC
Red Rover
Dr. Bonnie J. Rothwell,
DMD, AAACD, OHP, Inc.
Sheldon Animal Rescue
Steven Carb,
SERG Restaurant Group
Tail Wiggles

Hilton Head Humane Association

The Dog Walk on the Beach:
Its 21st year!
By Franny Gerthoffer

T

he Dog Walk on the Beach,
which is my favorite event, is
scheduled for Saturday, April 21st
at Coligny Beach and Boardwalk
beginning at 8:30am. It is our
21st year!
This event is the reason why
so many of us here started
volunteering with the organization.
Over the years we have seen dogs
grow up with the event, children
participating have now become
regular Dog Walk volunteers, and
some people and their pets have never missed this event! Shelter
dogs are always happy to be there and many have found homes
because of the exposure. Thousands of dollars have been raised
and many more thousands of Dog Walk T-Shirts have been
printed over the years. Visitors now plan their vacation around
the event and businesses have been extremely supportive!
Yes we have had the occasional rain out or a wedding on the
beach that didn’t expect to see 100 dogs! Beach Lifeguards
are equally surprised! We have had shelter dogs run, pizza
disappear, wet dogs jump on setups, and wind blow everything
down! Frisbee dogs have entertained, the Hilton Head Mermaid
appeared, Jake from the Salty Dog joined in and one year we had
Miss Hilton Head and Miss Teen Hilton Head judge the contests!
The ½ way point is always a party, run by my family and each
year they try to make it bigger and better!
As usual without our wonderful volunteers and staff we could not
pull this off every year. It takes half the year to organize and it’s
over much too soon.
If you have a bucket list, this event should be on it. Whether you
have a dog or not, everyone is welcome to attend. It’s worth the
early wake up call!

Join us for the Four-Legged Frolic!
The night
we sing and
dance!

November 11th, 2018

The Westin Hilton Head Island Resort
A spectacular social event, ensuring a brighter future for the dogs and cats of the Lowcountry.

Paw Prints

•

Spring/Summer 2018

5

We Need You! Take Us Home! We’re the Best!
The caring staff at Hilton Head Humane Association loves every animal, but each staff member has a favorite.
We asked our staff members to write down a few thoughts about why that special animal touched their hearts.
Nina – WIZARD is
a handsome 4 year
old boxer/bulldog
mix. This young man
doesn’t need to cast
a spell to charm you,
his good looks can
stop anyone right in
their tracks. He loves
to play until the sun goes down, or snuggle
with you on a rainy day. Wizard will show
you the magic of a true lasting friendship.
Carol G. – HOLDEN
is a shy but friendly.
He loves to give hugs
and hold on tight. He
would love nothing
more than to be with
a family. Holden also
likes kids. Perfect!
Carol R. – LUNA Luminous as the full
moon, softer than
the whisper of the
wind, Luna is no
ordinary cat. This
long-legged feline
has a personality plus
being beautiful, energetic, friendly, and
savvy. She sits high on her shelf observing
her kingdom like a jungle cat. Beautiful
Luna would make the perfect companion
for someone wanting a special cat.
Laura G. – What an
awesome girl! B.C.
came to us after
being hit by a car. All
she wants is to get
love and give it back.
She is ready to find
her forever home.
Hayley – CALYPSO
is an absolute LOVE!
She loves people
and loves attention
from everybody! If
you are looking for a
loving cat this girl is
perfect for you.
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Sassa – NALA is
quite the character!
She loves working
the camera, hanging
out with her friends
(both feline and
human), and playing
with her toys. Nala
has no problem
getting what she wants – after all, she’s
named after the Disney lioness for a
reason! This young girl will cuddle her way
right into your heart and would do well in
most homes.
Katie L. – BUBBA
love! This handsome
boy has it all! He
is great with kids
and other animals.
Perfect family man,
if you ask me! He
is always happy to
see everyone. He
loves to play ball! He could play for hours,
although he will take breaks for snuggles.
Best dog EVER!
Pam – Can you guess
how NUBS got her
name? She has a
“nubby” tail, just
a few inches long;
we’re guessing she
was born that way.
Nubs might be short
on a tail, but she
makes up for it with her charming ways.
Her eyes light up when she sees you, and
she rolls over to offer her tummy for a
rub. If you want a lap cat who will adore
you and shower you with attention, then
Nubs is the gal for you. Nubs is a cat
lover’s dream come true!

Take Us
Home Today!

Hayley – MEISHO,
a name that means
royalty for a cat with
a heart of gold. This
laid-back guy loves
to look down upon
his realm from the
highest perch. He is
no stranger to love
and attention; his loving gaze will make
you melt; his soft meow will draw you
right in. What ruler doesn’t want to be
loved by his people?
Aimee – JAX is not
afraid to tell anyone
his age; he’s proud to
be 15 years young!
Jax is looking for a
kind soul to spend
his golden years
with. He enjoys the
simple things in life:
good food, good catnip, a sunny place to
take a nap and someone to hold his paw
while watching a movie. Come to visit him
and he’ll tell you the rest.
Laura T. – LOUISA
is a bulldog who
will be by your side
forever. She is sweet
and loving and wants
nothing more than
to be petted and
loved on. If you are
a UGA fan she would
be happy to don a red and black tee shirt
and lounge by your side while you watch the
game. Louisa is not good at fixing game day
snacks so you’re on your own with that!
Dominique – DODO
is my name! I am
lovingly named after
the extinct birds
who were known for
their stout bodies
and large heads! My
human friends at the
shelter say I am very
beautiful and unique. My perfect day would
be a day filled with cuddles and kisses.

Hilton Head Humane Association

VISIT TODAY AND POUNCE
ON GREAT DEALS!
fur
sure!

All proceeds go to improve the lives of animals.

842-MEOW (842-6369) • Mon-Sat 10am-4pm

An Afternoon in the Life of a Kitty Volunteer
By Barbara Grimes & Margit Vaughan

M

y friend Margit and I really enjoy coming to visit the cats. We try and spend a little individual
time with each one. They all have their own personalities and it’s fun to get to know them! Some
like to be brushed; some like to play and many like to be held or sit on your lap. They tell us what
they like as we get to know them. We make them toys, give them lots of attention and bring them
catnip and treats trying to make their day special. They are so deserving of love and attention. We’ve
even gotten all the cat rooms radios so the cats can get used to some of the usual noises in a house!
Many of the cats are so shy when they first come in; we just sit and talk to them trying to reassure
them they are safe and we will find them a good home. Patience is the key when working with the
shy cats and eventually it pays off. After sometimes weeks of seeing them laying crouched in the
back of their cage, it makes your day when one stands up to greet you or gives you a head butt!
They get to recognize our voices and become more comfortable with humans.
There are often tears of joy when we see on Facebook that a cat has been adopted. Knowing we
played a part in getting them ready to go home is rewarding beyond words.

www.hhhumane.org • 843.681.8686 • 10 Humane Way, Hilton Head Island

Smile for Our Animals:
You Shop. They Give.

S

mile Amazon offers you the ability to enjoy shopping at
Amazon and having 0.5% of the purchase price of your
purchases donated to the charity of your choice – and we
hope that will be Hilton Head Humane Association!
Smile Amazon is a website operated by Amazon representing
the Smile Foundation. Shopping at smile.amazon.com is
the same as shopping at Amazon.com; you get your same

Paw Prints
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Amazon account or Amazon Prime account benefits and can
also help our animals. How you sign up? Just visit smile.
amazon.com and on you first visit you will be prompted to
choose a charity; enter Hilton Head Humane Association
and any account information requested and that’s it –
start shopping for yourself and the dogs and cats of the
Lowcountry!
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howl you help?

HHHA Shelter
10 Humane Way

(off Spanish Wells Road at 278)

Daily 11-4, Closed Tuesday

843.681.8686

Think Spring! Think Summer! Think Bricks!
Personalize a brick for yourself, your company, friends, relatives,
animals, memorials, gifts and more. Order a brick today!
Here’s my inscription for the shelter brick courtyard! Use separate paper for additional bricks.

Name _______________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________ State _________ Zip ___________
Phone _______________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my check made payable to HHHA in the amount of ____________ ($50 per brick)
AmEx

VISA

MC

Dis # _________________________________ Exp. ________

Gift Bricks: Include recipient’s name and address. Acknowledgements will be sent.
Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________ State___________ Zip _______________
We are an IRS Section 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Charitable Organization. Your gift to the Humane Association
is deductible for income tax purposes. Mail to HHHA, P.O. Box 21790, Hilton Head, SC 29925.

Cost: $50 per brick Engraving: up to
three lines. No more than 18 characters
per line including blank spaces.

